
Dear Partner Agency,

As we start the season of “Giving” on behalf of our team, we want to

express our deepest gratitude for your partnership and support.

We have faced multiple challenges, and together we have risen to the

occasion and supported our community when they were at their most

vulnerable. Thank you for standing up to support our community and

ensuring that they all have food on their table.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership.

With deep gratitude,

Adriana Mata

Agency Network Updates

Diaper Partnership

Second Harvest Food Bank Santa Cruz County is proud to be in our

second fiscal year of being a member of the National Diaper Bank

Network. We are thankful to everyone, including our Development Team

and leadership at Second Harvest, who advocated at both the local and

state levels for the need for continued funding support.

If your agency is interested in distributing diapers to the community, we

encourage you to reach out to our team to discuss program



requirements.

Pickup Etiquette Reminder

We wanted to remind our agency network to please retrieve any pickup

orders that are submitted to us on the date that they are requested.

Orders that are not picked up create challenges and disrupt the

workflow of our Operations and Programs staff.

- If your agency places a pickup order, please ensure that it is collected

promptly.

- If you encounter a scheduling conflict, please communicate the delay

to our Agency Network Team as soon as possible to make the

arrangements needed for a new pickup date.

Communication is essential, and we will be scheduling a meeting with

agencies that have missed consecutive pickup orders.

Community Spotlight

Community Food Co-op at Pajaro Middle School:

We are excited to share that, as part of our partnership with the Pajaro

Valley Unified School District and the Monterey Community Foundation,

we will now be able to support families that have students enrolled at



Pajaro Middle School. We have officially opened a Community Food Co-

op at the Pajaro Resource Center, similar to the one that has been

successfully supporting families who have a child enrolled in the PVUSD

school system at the Wellness Center by EA Hall Middle School.

For information on eligibility and hours of operation, feel free to call our

Community Food Hotline (831.662.0991) during our business hours

(Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. — 5 p.m.).

Network Action Spotlight

Holiday Closures:

We appreciate all of our partners who are mindful of updating our

Agency Network Team concerning their holiday closures, dates shifts, or

special events so that our staff can communicate with and guide our

neighbors with accurate information.

We ask that our partners continue to be mindful of our upcoming

closure dates so that they can preemptively plan accordingly. Please

reach out to our team with any questions, comments, or concerns.



Save the Dates

Please add the following events to your calendar!

We ask that agencies notify us of any changes or cancellations to their

distributions.

Holiday Closures – No Delivery or Pickup Orders Available

- Thursday, November 27

- Friday, November 28

- Wednesday, December 24

- Thursday, December 25

- Thursday, January 1

2026 Hunger Fighter of the Year



Know someone making a difference in fighting hunger in Santa Cruz

County? Here’s your chance to celebrate them!

Nominate an educator, advocate, activist, or volunteer who’s dedicated

to helping feed our community. 

The Hunger Fighter of the Year will be honored at Second Harvest’s

Holiday Food & Fund Drive Awards Dinner in March. 

Thank you for helping us recognize our community heroes! 

Nomination closes Friday, January 9, 2026.

(Nomination Link)
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