Family Cwined For 32 Years = Aptos, La Selva Beach, Comralitos, Freedom & Watsonville
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CABRILLO HOSTS HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE KICKOFF

Second Harvest Food Bank Goal: 4.5 Million Meals

See Below




Srary and Pharas By Jond| Gumz

Oin Moy, 3, Cabnlla College n Aptos hasted the kickoff of the Sacond Harvest Food Bank's Holiday Food and Fund Drive,

which A 1o raise Bnough money o provide 4.5 millkbn meals

Thie lacation was quite appropriate a5 Cabndlo Coflege president Matt Wetstedn sald 205 of students surseyed in
Cctaber said thay had been homeless in the past year and two-thirds reported skipping meals and struggling to find
food for thermseives and thelr farmiby.

Erica Padila-Lhavez, who 100k over as 3acond Harvest CEL
IR manths apo feam Wilky ElNore-MeCrea, thankosd Rer veam
and poinDed Out The new [ago on e Semil Tractor-trasler

that served a5 a backdrop for the Kickaoff,

The logo features green (o represent the agricultural
cammunity and the faresy, Blus (o Fepresent presious
water resources, and an apple in hand, showing the
“commitment 1o nourishing ouwr community,” Padilla-
Chaver sakd

Last years goal was 5 million meals, and she had expected
a decline in feod insecurity with the end of the Cowvid-19
pandernic emergency. Bur mary are in need af food: 65,000 peaple seeking help, Including 20,000 chidren

e are seeing longer lines at all of our distribution sites,” she aid
But she remained upbeat

“Wie are poing 1o do this topether,” sha Said, intraducing Susan Trus, CEQ af

CommuniTy Foundation 3anta Lruz County, and Fars Sabhah, Santa Cruz LOLINTY SURerniendent aff schiools

Trus pointed out mosms face the rising cost of food due to inflation, but Second Hanvest Food Bank can provide three

healthy meals for eveny dodlar

Labbah said he was excited about youth participating in the

LaImpalgn.

Or, Man Mickiewic?, president of Dominican Hospital, a mapor
SpONSOE, Said, "W see the effects of food nsecurity ., podr

nutrition and poor health,”

Thie hospital raised 1.24,000 meals last year and this years
co-chairs, Kyle Middleton and Eric Conrad, have a goal 1o
ralse 150,000 — “Challenge acCeptad,” She said,

santa Cruz City Manager Matt Huffaker, 8 Second Harnsest
board member, said the nieed for the food drive siogrockeded

in the past three years of the pandemic



He offered a friemdhy wager to his sucoessor in Watsonville, City Manager Rene Mendes, sayving Il Watsooville,
population 51,500, raised mare than Santa Crur, populatien 1,800, then he, Huffaker, would do a palar plunge off the
santa Cruz Wharf into the acean.

How could | say na™ responded Mender. adding. "I'm going to need a lot of heavy liting to beat Sants Cruz.”

Chris Weiler, race directar for the Silicon Valley Leadership Group Foundation Turkey Trof an Thanksghing Dy, said as
[omg a5 Santa Cruz Suppors the Turkey Trot, “We are going 1o Keep SUBBOFTIRG you.”

The foundation has given the food bank between 560,000 and 390,000 a year from this 5K and 10K event.

Eristen Browm, Capiteda City Coundil member and vice president government relations for the SHicon Valley Leadership
Group, sald she will run the Turkey Trog "to suppart aur food bank.”

Also running: Erica Padilla-Chawez and her famiby.
To SIgn up, 0 B0 wiww. SvTurkeytrot.oom

Pastor Rens Schiaepfer of Twin Lakes Church in Aptos, which ralsed more than | million maals last year, explained o
10 run a successiul holiday drive,

el a goal, show the need, explain wha is helped, seniors, working single mams, Tamilies with one parent in prison and
imenigrant families. And Rdve 5 CORTEoWR 10 Bulld secitamant.

Cne suceess story fram the past & young boy by the name of Trawvis brought paper kites to sell and coflected namaes
with a promise (o make paper kites for those folks. He raised $2,000 — he's now in college, Pastor Rene said.

New technology — such as & QR code for your team — to deliver donations swiftly can help.

In Livie Oak, the mams in the Cradie 1o Career initiative not anly SUpRA food distribution but Also stanesd & Zumba
exercise group and wanted 1o show thelr moves,

Ana Rosa, Eva Flores, Maria Cabrera and Lidia Santillan got some folks in the audience — and Erica Padilia-Chaver-to
start dancing to the fvely Latin music,

Finalty David Kao, chief operating officer of the Santa Cruz Warriors, $aid the team raised 162,000 meals in the last
three years by scoring baskers.

This Is called Swishes for Dishes.

For every point made, the Santa Cruz Warriors will give 10 meals — and with this year's roster, Can hopes 1o donate
50,000 meals,

T donare 1o Secand Hanetr Fopd Bank’s Hadldoy Food and Fund Drive, winr thafoodbank oang

Link to original story.
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